Slavery & The Middle Passage Discussion
Yanlong Zhu Discussion
1. I believe that Dana's loss of her arm was Butler's most direct warning to the readers. Dana had thought that she could travel through time as an "observer", but in the end, she was forever changed by the violence and trauma of the past. This arm became an inescapable historical mark for her, symbolizing the permanent harm that slavery inflicted on the bodies and spirits of black people. Even when she returned to modern times, that painful experience had become an integral part of her body and could never be erased.
2. What impressed me the most was LaLee. She spent her entire life working in the cotton fields and had never received any education. Seeing her grandchildren struggling at school due to poverty and lack of support, the mixture of anxiety and helplessness in her expression made me feel extremely distressed. Her plight was precisely the epitome of the black slavery system in the American South. The trauma left by the cotton industry, like an invisible cage, trapped generations upon generations.
Eduardo Garcia’s Discussion
1) Kindred's first panel shows the result of Dana's final trip, later shown in the "Rope" Chapter. The loss of her arm is the direct result of her going against Rufus' desires, as his grip on her while she is sent back to the present is too much and destroys her arm in the process. The significance of this is both to show the brutality and horrific nature of slavery in the United States (and by association slavery as a system), and that there were consequences for those who spoke out against these practices in the South. Dana's rebellion and decision to no longer save the life of a man like Rufus is symbolic of slaves fighting against their owners, and the loss of Dana's arm represents the scars left on those who fought the system.
2) To me, the most memorable part of the film was LaLee's conversation with Eddie Reed, her eldest son. Their conversation near the end of the film was full of emotion, with LaLee telling him he has to make a change in his life if they want to continue their relationship. He shows that so much of a person's adulthood is formed by the environment they were born in, and how perpetual poverty can land people in situations like Eddie's. It stuck with me just hearing her son tell her that he wants to take her fishing and be there to take care of her, instead of putting her in a home.
Sofia Velez’s Discussion
1) Dana losing her arm at the end of the novel is significant because it shows that the trauma she had experienced in the past permanently affected her. Even though she returned to modern-day California, she could not fully escape what happened during slavery. I think her missing arm symbolizes the long-lasting scars of history and how slavery will continue to impact future generations. Octavia Butler may have ended the novel this way to show that history cannot be simply left behind. Dana physically carries the consequences of her experiences, just as society still carries the effects of racism and oppression today. I also think the arm could represent Dana's connection to her past. Throughout the novel, Dana keeps getting pulled back in time against her will, and by the end, part of her is literally trapped in that history. Her injury makes the story feel more realistic and powerful because it proves that what she experienced was real and life-changing. Butler’s ending forces readers to recognize that confronting history can be painful but necessary.
2) In The Legacy of Cotton, the most memorable person to me was LaLee. She stood out to me for her strength and determination, despite living in poverty and facing many struggles. Even though she had limited resources, she continued to care for her family and tried to support her grandchildren. Her story was emotional because it showed how cycles of poverty, lack of education, and racism can affect generations of families. What made her especially memorable was her resilience. She never gave up, even when life was extremely difficult. 

